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Rogers and Clare

Design and Technology Curriculum Development in
Initial Teacher Education through partnership with local
industry
Maggie Rogers and Dominic Clare

Department of Design Studies, Goldsmiths’ College, University of London
Abstract
The paper discusses the development of a specialist subject study course in Design and Technology with
Computer Studies through a partnership project funded by the Economic Awareness in Teacher
Education Project at Goldsmiths’. The aim of the project was to build on the student teachers’ experience
of conducting personal research to expand their awareness of local industry in the context of information
technology. The material presented shows the range of computer control applications explored by the
students with support given by ourselves and the local Education Business Partnership Education Officer.
Also addressed by the presentation are the implications for initial teacher education curriculum courses
with regard to:
a) National Curriculum Technology and Curriculum Themes
b) Developments in Teacher Education.
c) Developing partnerships with the Community including industry and commerce.
This paper refers to the work of students second
year on the BAEd Design and Technology with
Computer Studies. During the autumn term the
students were exploring mechanical toy
manufacture and marketing as the context for their
design project. The extension of this project was to
control their toy prototype, using a computer, within
the broader context of Computer Control. We also
piloted enterprise and industrial awareness
simulations. These were followed up by a visit to a
local food retailer. In this way we have linked the
two aspects of the students work - manufacture and
control.
It is a requirement that for each design course
project context there should be a written assignment.
This assignment took the form of a case study or a
report on the use of IT in local industry. The aim of
the project was to build on the students’ experience
of conducting personal research to expand their
awareness of local industry in the context of their
projects. A further aim was to build this experience
into the course design and planning. The outcomes
of these reports could be made available in the
CETEC for further dissemination and as a resource
for future studies.
To support the production of these case studies/
report we engaged the services of Glenys HughesJenkins, a local TEC development officer who
assisted us in the planning, research and debriefing
of this project.
After an introductory lecture on the use of computers
in industry, held on November 20th 1991, the
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students were asked to select an area of industry
they would like to research. The choice was very
much left to individuals and their interests although
it was suggested that ‘interest groups’ were identified
so that students could support each other in their
research. For the rest of the term tutorial support
for these interest groups was available so that an
assessment could be made of the contacts needed.
The intention at this stage was for the students to
find out as much as they could about their area of
interest using their own contacts if available.
Certainly, it was not our intention to rush into this
work but rather that the students were clear about
the area of IT that they were addressing before
necessarily making contacts with the industries
concerned (see Figure I).
At the end of November Dominic Clare and I had
our first planning meeting with Glenys. We were all
a little concerned as to how we might meet the
needs of the students as the areas of study were not
those we had originally envisaged. However, we
arranged for Glenys to lead a seminar for the students
on getting the most out of contacts with industry.
To that seminar, held on January 13th 1992, was
also invited Paul Gosling from London Electricity as
a representative of our ‘partners’ in industry. At this
session, which was extremely valuable, the students
identified how they might benefit from links with
local industries in general before considering their
specific concerns.
As a follow-up to this seminar I took the students to
the Coop Superstore in Croydon, which I had already
visited on a staff development day. Mr. Jennings,

